August 28, 2020
My Dear People of St. Ann Parish,
We have come to end of Electronic Fridays With Father. Over the past five months, EFWF
helped us to stay connected to each other and informed about the changes due to the
COVID 19 and the changes in our church building and grounds. Next week we will return
the publishing of our Parish Bulletin. It will continue to be available only electronically; on our
website but it will also be emailed to you each Friday.
Although Electronic Fridays With Father is ending, the in-person Fridays With Father will start again on
September 11th. We will meet in the church to allow for proper social distancing, and all attending will need to
wear a face covering. On the 11th, we will pick up in the Catechism where we left off in March. This is a great
opportunity to learn our Catholic Faith and to be able to ask all the questions about the Faith that you have
always wanted to ask.
Included in this week’s edition is a very brief Spiritual and Financial Report for 2019.
Since I was unable to give the report back in March, I still wanted you to be aware of
our financial status. 2019 was a difficult year financially, for St. Ann Parish. Our
income went down, and our expenses went up. Anyone wishing a copy of the full
report is welcome to contact the parish office and we will email it to you. Our finances
have been better this year. Thanks to your generosity, even with the 3 month shut down of the parish, our
income is slightly higher this year than last year at this time and our expenses are down considerably, mostly
due to not paying salaries while the lay staff was temporarily laid-off. Thank you to our Finance Council for
their constant guidance and support and thanks to all of you for the generous sharing of your time, treasure,
and talent with St. Ann Parish.
The St. Vincent de Paul Society helps to provide material relief for our brothers and sisters
who are in need. Starting next weekend, September 5-6, the St. Vincent de Paul, will once
again be asking you for your donation to assist them in their work. Donations for St. Vincent
de Paul can be left in the offering box in the foyer by placing your offering in an envelope
clearly marked for St. Vincent de Paul.
Parish Lectors have the awesome responsibility of proclaiming God’s
Holy Word to the gathered assembly of the faithful. So much more than
just “doing the readings”, Lectors, like Extra-ordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, truly bring Jesus Christ to His people. All our Lectors have
been invited to a morning workshop to learn, share, and discuss more about this amazing ministry. Anyone who
feels called to bring Jesus to His people through this ministry, should contact David Dayler. New Ministers of
the Word are always welcome.
We continue to live-stream our Sunday 9:00 a.m. Mass. To watch the Mass, go to
YouTube.com, and search for St. Ann Parish, Ancaster, or use this link:
www.youtube.com/c/StAnnCatholicParishAncaster.

Stay safe and stay healthy. St. Ann, pray for us.
God bless, Fr. Lobsinger, E.V., P.P.

Monday, August 31
8:00 a.m.
Pasquale Musitano
Tuesday, September 1
6:00 – 6:45 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction
6:00 – 6:45 p.m. Confession in the Lady Chapel
7:00 p.m.
Moe Kowal Joseph Bianco Helen Mahoney Pamela Day
Wednesday, September 2
8:00 a.m.
Albina Hila
Thursday, September 3
St. Gregory the Great
8:00 a.m.
Stanley and Jennie Durkacz
Friday, September 4
Bl. Dina Bélanger
8:00 a.m. Intentions of Fr. Gregory Merkley
Saturday, September 5
St. Teresa of Calcutta
8:00 – 8:45 a.m. – Confessions in the Lady Chapel
9:00 a.m. – Intentions of Kathryn and Barclay Holbrook
4:00 – 4:45 p.m. – Confessions in the Lady Chapel
5:00 p.m. – Jean-Guy Moreau Intentions of Helena Buchowiecka Intentions of Fr. Hayden Starczala
_______________________________________________________________________________
Sunday, September 6 – 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A
9:00 a.m. Missa pro Populo – Mass for the People – Note: This Mass will be live-streamed
11:00 a.m. Missa pro Populo – Mass for the People

EFWF FINAL EDITION
21st

This is the
and last edition of “Electronic Fridays With Father”. Beginning in
September, we will return to publishing our weekly parish bulletin. It will continue to
come to you electronically each Friday, you can also see it on our parish website. I hope
you have found my attempt to keep you connected to St. Ann Parish, during these difficult
and trying times, helpful and informative. If the need arises to share information with
you, I will send it out with the weekly bulletin. Thanks to all of you who have written to
express your gratitude for EFWF. Please continue to pray that the pandemic ends soon, and we can return to a
more normal way of living and celebrating our Faith. May God continue to grant all of us His greatest blessings.
Yours in Christ, Fr. Lobsinger

The Parish Office is now open,
but the Office will only be accessible by appointment.
Please call 905-648-6874 to let us know that you are coming.
Those having appointments with one of the Priests
will be required to sign in with their name and contact information.
All entering the office will be required to wear a face covering.
Office Hours beginning Sept. 8: Monday to Friday – 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

HEARING ASSIST AID FOR THE CHURCH
In our upgrading of our church’s sound system, we have discovered that the old hearing assist equipment no
longer works. We have done our research and found a new system that works by Bluetooth. Most hearing
aids are equipped with Bluetooth technology which would allow your hearing aid to pick up the sound directly
from the source. The cost of this upgrade is close to $6,000.00. If you are having difficulty hearing with our
new sound system and believe that this hearing assist system would help you to hear the Mass better, please
call (905-648-6874) or email (stannancaster@hamiltondiocese.com) the parish office. If we have people that
would benefit from this, we will spend the funds for the upgrade, but if no one comes forward, we will delay
the upgrade.

2019 Spiritual and Financial Report
Every year in the first quarter of the year, the Pastor of each parish provides
the parish with the annual Spiritual and Financial Report for the previous year.
My plan had been to present the report to you on the weekend of March 21-22, but the churches were closed
the previous Monday, March 16th. In order to be transparent with the parish, I will offer here a summary of the
2019 report. If you wish to see a more detailed report, please contact the parish office and we will be happy to
send you the complete report that would have been distributed in March. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me.

Spiritual Report:
Number of Registered Families: 2287
Number of Parishioners: 6579
Baptisms: 89
Confirmations: 302
First Communions: 144
Adult Conversions: 6
Infirmed receiving Communion: 170

Marriages: 20
Deaths: 36

Financial Report:
Regular Offerings: $614,270.77 – representing a 6% decrease from 2018
Revenue all other sources: $69,223.67
Total Revenue: $683,494.44– representing a 7% decrease from 2018
Total Expenses: $728,266.50 – representing a 4% increase from 2018
Income over expenses: ($41,233.96) - 2019
2018 - $28,941.18
$60,000 from the “One Heart, One Soul” campaign was paid toward our parish debt with the Diocese, leaving
Money owed to Diocese: $133,667.20
Cathedraticum owing: $67,516.76

St. Vincent de Paul Society
On behalf of the poor and marginalized members of our community, and the inner city of Hamilton, we wish to
express our gratitude to the parishioners of St. Ann’s parish. With your generous contributions to the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul, totaling $14,380.83 in 2019, we were able to assist 340 families with food vouchers for
groceries. Those in need are helped with gently used clothing and furniture as well, at the St. Vincent de Paul
Value Store, 429 Barton St. East. We also provided $400.00 worth of grocery gift cards for Christmas hampers,
distributed by the Ancaster Community Services, to local families. We sincerely appreciate your continued
support of The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, as we serve those in need. We will resume our monthly collections
beginning the first Sunday of September. Our store re-opens two days a week beginning September 9th with
thanks to all our returning and new volunteers. We will be accepting donations at the store by appointment
only. Please call 289-639-3833 to schedule your donation date and time. Our mission: to live the Gospel message
by serving Christ in the poor with love, respect, justice, and joy. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Ancaster

Ministry of Care Resuming Home Visits
The Ministry of Care Team have resumed home visits to bring the Eucharistic
to those living in their own home and who are not able to attend Mass due
to health concerns. The person must be able to wear a mask or face shield,
receive communion in the hand and the home situation must allow for social
distancing. The team have been educated in health and safety for COVID
19 and will take every precaution to protect the wellbeing of all concerned
during their visit. If you wish to have the Eucharist at home please contact
Linda Dayler at 905-648-6874 Ext. 226 or ltdayler@stannparish.ca.

Weekly Donation to St. Ann Parish
Thank you for your continued generousity to St. Ann Parish. I have been so very moved
by how many of you are continuing your donation to St. Ann Parish, even in these difficult
and uncertain times. Your care and love for St. Ann Parish is visible in your generous
giving. May God reward all of you for your love and care for our parish community.
Currently there are four methods to make your donation to St. Ann Parish:
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) is a great way to provide your regular offering to
our Parish. To register for EFT, call the Parish Office and we will email you the necessary forms.
Drop off your weekly envelope by putting it through the mail slot in the Parish Office door.
When you come to Mass there is a box in the foyer. You can drop your envelope in the box either on
the way in or the way out of Mass.
Online donation: hamiltondiocese.com/covid19parishfund/ or through canadahelps.ca, search St. Ann
Parish, Ancaster. You can make a one-time donation or schedule a recurring donation.

Pope Francis' Prayer to Our Lady, Health of the Sick
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.
We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee,
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will
and to do what Jesus tells us:
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us,
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – and deliver us from
every danger, O glorious and Blessed Virgin. Amen.

SEPTEMBER PROGRAMS READY TO GO
FRIDAYS WITH FATHER
Returning this September with be the real and in person – Fridays With Father. Beginning
on the second Friday of September, and continuing each second Friday of the month, Fr.
Lobsinger will hold his monthly class to help us learn about our Catholic Faith. Fridays With
Father will take place in the church proper, all attending will need to wear a mask, and we will
be limited to the number of people that we can sit and still observe social distancing.

Fridays With Father
September 11, 2020
7:00 p.m.
St. Ann Church

R.C.I.A.
Starting Tuesday September 22nd, we will begin the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults or better
known as R.C.I.A. This program is for adults who have never been baptized, or were
baptized in another Christian denomination and now wish to enter into fullCommunion with the Catholic Church, or those who were baptized Catholic but never
received the Sacrament of Eucharist and/or Confirmation. If you, or someone you
know fits into one of these categories, we would be so happy to have you join us for
the R.C.I.A. process. For further information and/or to register, please contact the
parish office (905-648-6874) and speak to David Dayler or Fr. Naveed. We are so
looking forward to sharing the gift of our Catholic Faith with you.

LECTOR’S WORKSHOP
On Saturday, September 19, 2020, from 10:00 a.m. to
Noon, we will have a workshop for all our parish Lectors. It
is essential for all our Lectors to attend this workshop. Lectors
have the amazing privilege of proclaiming the Word of God to
the gathered Assembly of God’s Holy People. It is much more than just reading. It is truly the
bringing of Jesus to His people. During this workshop we will come to understand this role as
a true ministry and discuss some especially important aspects to truly proclaiming God’s Word.

Image of Jesus the Divine Physician
May Jesus, our Divine Physician, hold all of us tightly in His Loving Arms and bring
healing and comfort to all peoples and lands. Amen.

Please remember to pray for all our
Healthcare Workers and First Responders
may our Blessed Lord and Dear Lady keep them safe.
Our Church Bells ring each day at 9, Noon and 3:00 in honour of our
Healthcare Workers and First Responders

PREPARING TO COME TO MASS
















All people should take their temperature before coming to church. If you have a fever, cough or cold,
please stay home.
All people, other than the Priests and the Lector or Cantor, while performing their ministry, are required
to wear a mask or face covering. The mask may be disposable or re-useable.
Proper social distancing must be maintained. This means only 1 out of every 2 pews may be used.
Unless you live in the same house, you must be 2 meters away from other parishioners.
With these restrictions in place, we can only sit approximately 90 people per liturgy.
When you enter the church our health and safety committee will be at the doors to offer you hand
sanitizer.
Entrance to the church and exit from the church will only be allowed through the Wilson Street doors.
Only 90 people will be permitted to be present for Mass.
There will no longer be hymn books or any pamphlets available in the church.
There will be no collection taken during the Mass nor an Offertory procession with the gifts. At the doors
of the church, there will be a container for your offering. Please place your gift there.
The Sign of Peace will no longer be a shaking of hands, but rather a simple bow.
For the reception of Holy Communion, you will be directed forward by our health and safety committee,
please wait for their directions. When the person ahead of you is receiving Holy Communion, you will
remove your mask by the ear straps. Holy Communion will only be given in the hand. Once you receive
Communion, step slightly to the side, put the Sacred Host in your mouth and then re-cover your mouth
and nose with your mask. Then return to your seat by the center aisle.
After Mass is over, the Priests will not greet you at the doors, and you are asked to not congregate inside
or outside the church. As you leave, you will again be offered a squirt of hand sanitizer.
Washrooms will only be available when absolutely necessary. Only one person at a time may be in the
washroom unless you live in the same house. Only the washrooms by the parish hall will be available.
The small washroom by the Wilson Street doors will no longer be accessible.

Regarding Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:


These celebrations are once again available in the church. The restrictions above will also apply to these
celebrations.

Use of the Church’s Meeting Rooms and Parish Groups:


After consultation with our Parish’s Pastoral Team, we have decided that no Parish Committees or
Organizations will be permitted to resume meetings at this time. The Parish Meeting Rooms, Hall, and
Kitchen will not be available for use by Parish or outside groups until further notice.

I know this seems like a lot. I ask for your patience, understanding and cooperation. By
following these guidelines, we will ensure our churches remain open and the Sacraments
remain available to us.

For any who feel unwell or that coming to Mass is unsafe,
the dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass
continues to be in place.

