May 22, 2020
My Dear People of St. Ann Parish,
Fr. Greg, Seminarian Kevin and I are all well and are continuing our prayers for you each
day. We ask God daily to keep all of you and those closest to you safe and healthy. Each
day we pray together Morning and Evening Prayer from the Divine Office, the Holy Rosary
and of course the daily offering of the Holy Mass.
This Sunday is the great Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord. 40 days after His Resurrection from the dead,
Jesus, having completed His mission on Earth, returns to His Heavenly Father. There, seated at the right hand
of the Father, Jesus continues to intercede for His people. We need to use the time given to us to prepare
ourselves for the day when are called to join Jesus in His Kingdom. We may not ascend body and soul, just yet,
but we do believe in the resurrection of our bodies. When Jesus comes again, at the end of time, we will be
reunited with our bodies and then live, body and soul, with Jesus forever.
One of the great devotions in May is the Crowning of Mary. On Wednesday afternoon, we offered our Lady our
prayers and asked for her intercession by crowning her with flowers and laying lilies at her feet. This prayer
service was videotaped and will be available tomorrow, Saturday, at 11:00 a.m. Set some time aside and join
together as a family to watch the Crowning ceremony and to ask our Lady to help you and your family in these
days of turmoil.
For the past couple of weeks, we have had an ad in EFWF for “Questions for Father.” A number of you sent in
questions and this past Thursday morning, Fr. Greg and I, with the help of Kevin Dunn, recorded our answers to
your questions. This event will be available on our YouTube channel beginning Monday, May 25 at 11:00 a.m.
The work has continued in the church this week. The floor is now level, the tiles are being put in, behind the
statues was painted a beautiful gold and the sanctuary chairs went away to be reupholstered. Never a dull
moment here. The church is going to look absolutely amazing when we can gather together again to celebrate
the Holy Mass and other Sacraments. Thanks to all of you and your generosity to St. Ann Parish, we have been
able to make use of this time and get all this work accomplished. May God reward you for your kindness.
This would normally be the time of year for First Holy Communions. Unfortunately, we cannot offer this
wonderful celebration at this time. I sent a little note this week to all First
Communion families informing them that First Communion will occur in the Fall,
somewhere between Thanksgiving and the beginning of Advent. Please pray for our
First Communicants and their families, that they will use this time to prepare well for
the amazing gift of the Eucharist. I will speak a little more about the gift of the
Eucharist in an upcoming edition of Electronic Fridays with Father, when we celebrate
the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ.
Praying that you and those you love will remain safe and will use this time to draw
closer to our loving God and His Blessed Mother.
Stay safe and stay healthy. St. Ann, pray for us.
God bless,
Fr. Lobsinger, E.V., P.P.

Monday, May 25
St. Bede the Venerable, St. Gregory VII, St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi
7:30 a.m.
George Alukkal
Tuesday, May 26
St. Philip Neri
7:30 a.m. Intentions of Charles Poelmann and Family
Pray for them

St. Ann,
Margaret Seibert

Wednesday, May 27
St. Augustine of Canterbury
7:30 a.m.
Wanda Podolewski
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction live-streamed
Thursday, May 28
7:30 a.m. Intentions of Fr. Greg Merkley
Friday, May 29
7:30 a.m. End to the COVID 19 Pandemic
Saturday, May 30
Not video taped or live-streamed
11:00 a.m. Stanley & Jennie Durkacz
Deceased of the Lesniak & Wybraniak Families
Laureen Montague
Intentions of Linnea
_______________________________________________________________________
Sunday, May 31
Solemnity of Pentecost
8:00 a.m. Missa pro Populo – Mass for the People

All Catholics are dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice.
The Parish Office is closed until further notice.

Please call the parish number if you require assistance.
905-648-6874
WORK IN THE CHURCH
THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY TO THE
ONE HEART, ONE SOUL CAMPAIGN
The levelling of the floor took place last weekend. God bless the
three men who, down on their knees, created the cement and
carefully spread it out. Monday, the work of laying the tiles began
and the walls behind the statues were painted. Hopefully, they will
begin laying the tiles in the sanctuary this morning. I am still hopeful
that we will be able to have Mass in the church in time for Pentecost. Many thanks to our dedicated
volunteer who leveled out the steps in the church, and the members of our Parish Maintenance
Committee who have done so much labour to get the church ready for the workers. I truly look forward
to the day when all of you can not only see the great work being done, but even more , celebrate the
Holy Eucharist together in our amazing church once again.

St. Ann Parish YouTube Channel
Since so many of you have subscribed to our YouTube Channel, we are now able to have a
customized title for our channel. On our new customized channel, you will find videos of
the Daily (Monday – Friday) and Sunday Masses from St. Ann Church, as well as our weekly
Eucharistic Adoration and other videos that we have made. It is amazing, but hundreds of people every day
are watching Mass from St. Ann Church. This Ministry is helping not only St. Ann parishioners, but is being
watched by many others. Since Easter Sunday, over 1,000 per week have viewed our Sunday Mass. Donations
to help cover the cost of this endeavor are greatly appreciated. Please go to Canadahelps.ca and search for St.
Ann
Parish,
Ancaster.
The
new
customized
link
to
watch
the
Mass
is :
www.youtube.com/c/StAnnCatholicParishAncaster The old link still works.

Weekly Donation to St. Ann Parish
Thank you for your continued generousity to St. Ann Parish. I have been so very moved by how
many of you are continuing your donation to St. Ann Parish, even in these difficult and uncertain
times. Many times, each day, the mail slot on the front door opens and an envelope falls
through. Your care and love for St. Ann Parish is visible in your generous giving. May God
reward all of you for that love and care for your parish community. Currently there are four methods to make
your donation to St. Ann Parish:
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) is a great way to provide your regular offering to our Parish. To register
for EFT, call the Parish Office and we will email you the necessary forms.
Drop off your weekly envelope by putting it through the mail slot in the Parish Office door.
Post-dated cheques. Instead of coming every week, put several post-dated cheques into the same
envelope.
Online donation: hamiltondiocese.com/covid19parishfund/ through our Diocese. You can make a one-time
donation or schedule a regular donation. So far we have received $5,000.00 through this method.

Pope Francis' Prayer to Our Lady, Health of the Sick
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.
We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee,
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine
Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: He who
took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross,
to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. Do not despise our pleas
– we who are put to the test – and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and Blessed
Virgin.

Another updAte from the Bishop’s office
All parish offices and churches will remain closed until at least June. Stay tuned for further directives. Please
continue to pray that all this craziness will end soon.

Please remember to pray for all our
Healthcare Workers and First Responders,
may our Blessed Lord and Dear Lady keep them safe.
Image of Jesus the Divine Physician
May Jesus, our Divine Physician, hold all of us tightly in His Loving Arms
and bring healing and comfort to all peoples and lands. Amen.

CROWNING OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
This week Fr. Lobsinger, Fr. Greg and Seminarian Kevin had a May Crowning Ceremony.
Thanks to Kevin Dunn, the liturgy was recorded and will be available on our YouTube
channel tomorrow morning (Saturday) at 11:00 a.m. The month of May is dedicated to
our Blessed Lady. Take some time with her each day and she will bring you deeper into
the Heart of her Son. Take this month and these days where we all have some extra time
and make the effort to rediscover the Holy Rosary or pray the Angelus morning, noon and
evening. There are so many devotions to our Lady, find the one that helps you to imitate
her virtues, especially her virtue of being a faithful disciple of her Son, Jesus.

Confession Anyone?
Once again, we are able to celebrate the Sacrament of Penance. If you wish to go
to confession, please call the parish office and set up an appointment to see one
of the Priests. Confessions will be heard in the Lady Chapel and we ask that you
wear a mask during the confession. Access to the church before or after the
confession will not be permitted. There are no regularly scheduled confession
times available. Confessions are only being heard by appointment.

The Solemnity of the Ascension
The Acts of the Apostles says: “He appeared to them over the course of forty
days and spoke to them about the reign of God…as they were watching, He
was lifted up, and a cloud took Him out of their sight”. 40 days after His
Resurrection, Jesus’ ministry on Earth was completed. In the sight of His
disciples, He is taken up into Heaven, to sit, Body and Soul, at the right hand
of the Heavenly Father. Forty days after Easter Sunday falls on a Thursday.
For many years, the Church celebrated this Solemnity on Ascension
Thursday. After the Second Vatican Council, permission was given to
national Bishops’ Conferences to transfer some major celebrations to
Sunday in order that the faithful may all the more participate in and
celebrate well, these special days. The Ascension is one of these days. Since
the Second Vatican Council, in Canada, we have celebrated the Ascension in place of the 7 th Sunday of Easter.
Some places continue to celebrate on Thursday, but in most places the Ascension is now celebrated on Sunday.

The SOLEMNITY OF PENTEOCST is next Sunday – May 31st
Pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the whole world.

Mass Intentions
In every Catholic bulletin and in every EFWF you find a section called Mass Intentions.
What does it mean to have a Mass offered for someone? Is this only for the dead? How
does one go about arranging for a Mass intention? All good questions. We believe that
the Mass makes present the saving Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Through His
Cross and Resurrection, Jesus brings to the world all the graces necessary for salvation. The Mass makes this
saving action of Jesus present in our world today. When we offer Mass for someone, we are asking that all the
graces available from Jesus’ Death and Resurrection be applied to this person. The person may be living, so we
ask for the graces necessary to help them live as a faithful follower of Jesus or to bring them healing if they are
ill. If the person is deceased, we pray for the graces to forgive their sins and purify them so that they may quickly
pass through the cleansings of Purgatory and enter Eternal Life in God’s Kingdom. To request a Mass intention
is quite easy. Either call or come into the parish office, give us the name of the person whom you wish us to
remember and let us know if they are living or deceased and boom, it is done. Normally, there is an offering
made for the intention. This offering of $10.00 goes to the Priest who will celebrate the Mass as part of your
care for the wellbeing of the Priest. The Book of Maccabees, in the Old Testament of the Bible, tells us it is a
good and holy thing to pray for the dead and Jesus tells us to love our neighbour as ourselves. Having Mass
offered for those you love, living or dead, is a wonderful sign of your love and concern. If you wish the Mass for
a specific day, it is necessary to come well in advance, i.e. 3-4 months, since the Masses do get booked up
quickly. All requested Masses must be celebrated within a year of the date they are requested. If a parish
cannot celebrate the Mass within the year, usually due to the volume of Masses being requested, then the Mass
intention and the stipend offered are sent to the Bishop’s Office and they send the intention and offering to
parishes that need intentions or they may be sent to Missionaries throughout the world.

Novena to the Holy Spirit
Pentecost Sunday is May 31st this year. As one of the top three most important days in
the liturgical year, it is good for us to prepare for the coming of the Holy Spirit. If we start
today, our Novena will end on Saturday, May 30th, just in time for Pentecost.
Holy Spirit, third Person of the Blessed Trinity, Spirit of truth, love and holiness,
proceeding from the Father and the Son, and equal to Them in all things, I adore You and
love You with all my heart.
Dearest Holy Spirit, confiding in your deep, personal love for me, I am making this novena
for the following request, if it should be Your holy Will to grant it: (mention your request).
Teach me, Divine Spirit, to know and seek my last end; grant me the holy fear of God; grant me true contrition
and patience. Do not let me fall into sin. Give me an increase of faith, hope, and charity, and bring forth in
my soul all the virtues proper to my state of life.
Make me a faithful disciple of Jesus and an obedient child of the Church. Give me efficacious grace sufficient
to keep the commandments and to receive the sacraments worthily. Give me the four Cardinal Virtues, Your
Seven Gifts, Your Twelve Fruits. Raise me to perfection in the state of life to which You have called me and
lead me through a happy death to everlasting life. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our church bells
ring each day at
9:00 a.m., Noon
and 3:00 p.m.

in honour of our
Healthcare
Workers and
First Responders

The Sisters of the Carmel of Saint Joseph
will pray for you during the

Novena to Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
July 8th to July 16th, 2020
Are you troubled? Do you need spiritual support?
You can participate in the Novena to Our Lady of Mount Carmel.
Send your prayer intention slip with your name and address to
Carmel of Saint Joseph
1127 Carmel-Koch Road, R.R. #1
St. Agatha, ON N0B 2L0
For more information check the Sisters’ website:
www.thecarmel.ca

VOLUNTEER GARDENERS
Our volunteer gardeners have done an amazing job over the past few weeks. They have
cleared out all the old growth in the gardens in front of the rectory and the round-a-bout
and last Saturday they spent the morning planting new trees and bushes. During the week
they planted some new perennial flowers. In a few months, as the plants root and grow,
our grounds are going to look absolutely amazing, matching the amazing look of our newly
renovated church. Many thanks to our gardeners for all their effort, time, Toad
lilies
and green thumbs. Thanks to those who donated some of the plants. May God reward you for all your good
labours. If you enjoy gardening and would like to help with the gardens, please call the rectory and we will pass
your information onto our coordinator.
DONATE A TREE TO ST. ANN PARISH
We would like to plant some trees along the fence between
the rectory and the side parking lot. To be able to obtain
trees that are already a decent size, we are asking for a
donation of $300.00 per tree. If you would like to support
the planting of a tree, please place the money in an envelope
marked “TREES” and drop it through the office door mail slot.
Be sure to include your name and the name in whose memory
the tree is donated. The trees will be planted in the fall.

R & R - RENOVATION & RESTORATION

The levelling of the floor. The middle was 1.5 inches lower than the sides.

Painting the wall behind the statues of St. Ann and the Sacred Heart.

In go the tiles for the nave.

Halfway there.

Steps levelled and squared off.

View from the loft.

Nave almost completed.

DRIVE-IN MASS – Directions from the Chancellor’s Office

