April 24, 2020
My Dear People of St. Ann Parish,
Fr. Greg, Seminarian Kevin and I are all well and are continuing our prayers for you each
day. We ask God daily to keep all of you and those closest to you safe and healthy. Each day
we pray together Morning and Evening Prayer from the Divine Office, the Holy Rosary and of course the daily
offering of the Holy Mass.
During the first week of May, many of our Diocesan Priests celebrate the anniversary of their ordination to the
Priesthood. For around 40 or so years, the first Saturday of May has been Ordination Day in the Diocese of
Hamilton. We wish all our Diocesan Priests happy anniversary and in particular Fr. Greg who will celebrate his
one-year anniversary on Monday, May 4th. Our previous Pastor, Fr. Ian will be 26 years on Thursday, May 7 th
and that is the same day the Bishop Miehm will celebrate the 7th anniversary of his ordination as a Bishop.
Following guidelines from the Province, the Chancery Office has mandated that all churches and church offices
will remain closed until at least May 15th. We continue to pray for an end to this terrible pandemic. We pray
for the sick, our healthcare workers, our first responders, for those who have died and for those who mourn
their loss. May all this end soon and may our church once again be open for prayer and worship.
This Sunday, the Gospel is the story of the Road to Emmaus. At first, the two Disciples did not recognize Jesus,
but in the Breaking of the Bread, their eyes were open, and they recognized Him. We too recognize Jesus in
the Breaking of the Bread, the Holy Mass, and Holy Communion. As Catholics, we believe that the Eucharist
really is Jesus, not a sign, not a symbol, not a representation, but truly Jesus, our Lord and our God. We are
missing the Mass and Holy Communion because it is here that we encounter the Risen Lord in the most perfect
and wonderful way. We ask, even in these days of separation, that we, more and more, will recognize Jesus in
the Breaking of the Bread. I have often told the school children, that if they remember nothing that I ever say
to them, I ask only that they remember these 7 words: “The Eucharist is Jesus, Jesus is God.” These 7 words
sum up our belief in the Divinity of Jesus and His Real Presence in the Eucharist.
Many thanks to all who sent Easter greetings and goodies. We deeply appreciate that you remembered us
during these holiest of days. A special thanks to all who sent in their Easter offering for the Parish. Your
generosity will help us, when it is time, to start up again on solid ground, at least financially. You have been so
exceptionally good in this regard. Our weekly collection is about 60-70% of our normal. That is amazing and all
thanks to you, the great people of St. Ann Parish. May God reward all of you for your generosity.
As we continue through these days of isolation, physical
distancing, and the great season of Easter, let us continue
to place ourselves in the loving and merciful hands of God,
trusting in His total care for us. Praying that all of you will
have a blessed and holy Easter season. Stay safe and stay
healthy. St. Ann, pray for us!
God bless,
Fr. Lobsinger, V.E., P.P.

Monday, April 27
7:30a.m.
Don Hall
Tuesday, April 28
St. Peter Chanel & St. Louis Grignion de Montfort
7:30a.m.
Maria & Demetrio Ricciardone
Francesca Ricciardone
Veronica Piccoli

St. Ann,
Pray for them.

Wednesday, April 29
St. Catherine of Siena
7:30a.m. Intentions of Norma teBeaukurst
6:00 – 7:00p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction live-streamed
Thursday, April 30
St. Pius, V
7:30a.m. End to the COVID 19 Pandemic
Friday, May 1
St. Joseph the Worker
7:30 a.m.
Catherine Neagle
Saturday, May 2
St. Athanasius - Not video taped or live-streamed
11:00 a.m. Stanley & Jennie Durkacz
Jean-Guy Moreau
Stefania Fernetti
Joseph & Helen Dunn
Intentions of Adrian & Denise Mauro
Sunday, May 3
8:00 a.m. Missa pro Populo – Mass for the People

All Catholics are dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice.

The Parish Office is closed until further notice.
Please call the parish number if you require assistance.
905-648-6874
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament via the Internet
Fr. Greg will offer a Eucharistic Holy Hour each Wednesday evening from 6:00 -7:00
p.m. live-streamed on our YouTube and Facebook page. It is a wonderful opportunity
to spend some time with our Eucharistic Lord, to receive His blessings and to pray for
healing for our world. Tune in for this wonderful hour of prayer.

St. Ann Parish YouTube Channel
St. Ann Parish has a YouTube Channel. Here you will find a video of the Daily (Monday – Friday) and
Sunday Masses from St. Ann Church. You can also access the Mass from our Facebook page. The
Mass is now live-streamed, so you can watch as it is happening. Please see above for this week’s
schedule. It is amazing, but hundreds of people every day are watching Mass from St. Ann Church. This Ministry is
helping not only St. Ann parishioners, but is being watched by many others. Our Good Friday Liturgy has had over 1,700
views and Easter Sunday over 2,500 views. Donations to help cover the cost of this endeavor are greatly appreciated.
Please call the Parish Office to enquire as to how to help or go to Canadahelps.ca and search for St. Ann Parish, Ancaster.
The link to watch the Mass is: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiR7MKdwrp8gQcPm7EaCb0Q/featured

Staying Connected by Phone
Since we are not able to connect physically at Mass, I have asked Seminarian Kevin, our Parish
Advisory Committee and our Parish Finance Council to reach out to our Parishioners by phone;
just to say ‘hi’, Happy Easter and make sure you are all still doing fine. I hope you will look
forward to their call and will enjoy the chat. Many of the calls took place last week and the
response has been overwhelmingly positive. Thanks to all who have done the calling and to all
of you for kindly accepting the call. Please remember, if you need/want to speak with Fr. Greg
or Fr. Lobsinger, please feel free to call the office. 905-648-6874

Weekly Donation to St. Ann Parish
Thank you for your continued generousity to St. Ann Parish. I have been so very moved by how many of you
are continuing your donation to St. Ann Parish, even in these difficult and uncertain times. Many times, each
day, the mail slot on the front door opens and an envelope falls through. Your care and love for St. Ann Parish
is visible in your generous giving. May God reward all of you for that love and care for your parish community.
Currently there are four methods to make your donation to St. Ann Parish:
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) is a great way to provide your regular offering to our Parish. To register
for EFT, call the Parish Office and we will email you the necessary forms.
Drop off your weekly envelope by putting it through the mail slot in the Parish Office door.
Post-dated cheques. Instead of coming every week, put several post-dated cheques into the same
envelope.
Online donation: hamiltondiocese.com/covid19parishfund/ works like “Canada Helps” but is through our Diocese
and does not take a commission. You can make a one-time donation or schedule a regular donation.

Act of Spiritual Communion
When we are unable to receive Jesus in Holy Communion but experience a desire to have him
come close to us, we can make an Act of Spiritual Communion. If you follow our daily Masses
online, Seminarian Kevin reads an Act of Spiritual Communion for us, but some have asked for the
words, so here they are:
“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things
and I desire You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You and unite myself wholly to You, as though You were already there; do not permit me
to be ever separated from You. Amen.”

WORK IN THE CHURCH THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY TO THE
ONE HEART ONE SOUL CAMPAIGN
The painting of the church is underway. One of our own parishioners has come
forward and has generously gifted our parish with the services of his company to
repair and paint the interior of our church. We plan that the work on the sound system will begin
again this week. We are still looking for parishioners who have a contact with or who are in
the carpet and tile trade. If we, as parishioners of St. Ann, can step up and offer to help, we can
continue to have a beautiful and dignified church in which to worship our Lord and our God. If you
can offer some assistance with a carpet/tile connection, please call the parish office, 905-648-6874.
All contacts will be presented to the Parish Finance Council for further investigation. To quote Bishop
Crosby, let’s “lean in” and offer back to God the gifts and talents He has given to us.

Please remember to pray for all our
Healthcare Workers and First Responders,
may our Blessed Lord and Dear Lady keep them safe.
Image of Jesus the Divine Physician
May Jesus, our Divine Physician, hold all of us tightly in His Loving Arms
and bring healing and comfort to all peoples and lands. Amen.

Pope Francis' Prayer to Our Lady, Health of the Sick
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.
We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee,
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will
and to do what Jesus tells us:
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us,
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – and deliver us from every
danger, O glorious and Blessed Virgin.

YOUNG CATHOLIC ADULTS BI-WEEKLY ZOOM MEETING
During the COVID-19 pandemic, our parish Young Adults group has a night
every two weeks, where young adults can check-in with each other, hang out, and
listen to a talk by Fr. Greg on a particular topic. There are always opportunities for questions during
and after the talk. The next Young Adults Zoom night takes place tonight (April 24th) and then again on Friday,
May 8th at 7:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please feel welcome to e-mail Father Greg at:
gmerkley@hamiltondiocese.com.

YOUTH GROUP ZOOM MEETING
This past Wednesday afternoon, our youth group had a Zoom meeting. They
were able to catch up with each other, play fun games online, and shared fellowship. If you are interested in
receiving more information about future meetings, please contact our Ablaze Youth Group by emailing:
ablaze.youthgroup@outlook.com.

Our church bells
ring each day at
9:00 a.m., Noon
and 3:00 p.m.

in honour of our
Healthcare
Workers and First
Responders

St. Ann, pray for us!

HAPPY FIRST ANNIVERSARY TO
FATHER GREGORY MERKLEY, P.V.

Saturday, May 4, 2019

Monday, May 4th is Father Greg’s First Anniversary of Ordination.
We are so very blessed here at St. Ann to have an Associate Pastor.
Most parishes only have one Priest. We wish Fr. Greg blessings on
his anniversary and “multus annos”, many years of joy in the
service of God, His people and His Church as a Priest of Jesus Christ.
What an honour for us to share in his first year as a Priest.
Happy Anniversary Father Greg!

PRIESTLY ORDINATIONS FOR 2020
For the past 40 or so years, the Diocese of Hamilton has celebrated
the ordination of new Priests on the first Saturday of May, which is
May 2nd this year. Due to the COVID 19 crisis, we are unable to
celebrate Priestly ordinations at this time, so the Bishop has moved
the date, for this year, to Saturday, August 15. Please pray for the 5
Deacons waiting for ordination to the Priesthood. May they use this
time of delay to truly prepare their hearts to receive this amazing
Sacrament and to become good and holy Priests after the Heart of Jesus.

Recently Deceased
In your kindness, please remember in your prayers the repose of the soul of Father
James Malone, a Priest of our Diocese who died on Palm Sunday and Mr. Stelio Di
Pietro, a long-time parishioner who died on April 17, 2020. May their souls and the
souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

QUESTIONS FOR FATHER
A number of you have asked about the possibility
of us producing a video answering questions
about the Faith, something similar to Friday’s
With Father. Fr. Greg and I are happy to make this video, but we need your
questions. So, if you have a question about the Faith, have always wondered about some aspect of
the Faith or the Church, are curious about Priestly life and ministry, or need some aspect of the Church’s
teaching explained in a fuller manner, here’s your chance.
Email your questions to:
questionsforfather@gmail.com and once we have enough questions to make it worthwhile, we will
produce the video. We look forward to your questions and the opportunity
to help you grow in your understanding of the great gift of our Catholic
Faith. If there is enough interest, we may even try at group Zoom meeting

so we can see each other and interact live, let us know your interest when
you email your questions.
On the Road to Emmaus,
Jesus teaches the Faith to two of His Disciples

How to Become a Saint
Ever wondered how someone becomes a Saint? I once asked a group of young children: “What do you have to
do to be a Saint?” The answer I received was: “Die.” A true answer. Originally, only Martyrs were honoured as
Saints. In time, the local Bishop would decide which candidates should have such an honourable mention and
a feast day on the liturgical calendar. Eventually, local Bishops deferred this responsibility and privilege to the
Bishop of Rome, creating the process of Canonization that we know today. In 993, the first formal and universal
Canonization took place, with the Canonization of Ulric of Augsburg. Pope Alexander III (1159-1181) formally
restricted the prerogative of Canonization to the Holy See. During the Pontificate of St. John Paul II, changes
occurred in the process, reducing the length of time required and number of miracles required.
The process has four main stages:
1. Servant of God: The local Bishop, aware of a person’s holiness and faith, sends a report on the person to
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints at the Vatican. If the Congregation accepts the petition, the
person is a Servant of God.
2. Venerable: The Congregation researches the candidate’s life to see if they practiced the Faith to a heroic
degree or died a martyr’s death. If they recommend the candidate to the Pope and he accepts the
recommendation, the candidate is now given the title Venerable.
3. Blessed: Now beginnings the very lengthy process of the scrutiny over the person’s life, virtues, writings
and reputation for holiness. A miracle must be credited to the candidate’s intercession with God. If all
this occurs, then the Venerable becomes Blessed at a formal Mass, during which he/she is Beatified.
Local public devotion may now occur.
4. Sainthood: A second miracle through the intercession of the Blessed is required. Once the Holy Father
approves this miracle the Blessed can be Canonized, which means being “raised to the full honours of
the altar.” Universal public veneration is now permitted. A formal Mass of Canonization celebrated by
the Pope, formally marks the Blessed’s declaration as a Saint.
In Canada we are blessed to have many men and women who are already declared Saint (14), Blessed (12),
Venerable (13) and Servant of God (14). For a complete list you can go to:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Canadian_Catholic_saints

Canadian Saints

Canadian Blesseds

St. Jean de Brébeuf (1593–1649)
St. Noel Chabanel (1613–1649)
St. Anthony Daniel (1601–1648)
St. Charles Garnier (1605–1649)
St. Isaac Jogues (1602–1646)
St. Gabriel Lallemant (1610–1649)
St. René Goupil (1607–1642)
St. Jean de Lalande (1620–1646)
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys (1620–1700)
St. Marguerite d'Youville (1701–1771)
St. André Bessette, C.S.C. (1845-1937)
St. Kateri Tekakwitha (1656-1680)
St. Marie de l'Incarnation (1599-1672)
St. François de Laval (1623-1708)

Blessed André Grasset de Saint-Sauveur (1758-92)
Blessed Marie-Rose Durocher (1811-1849)
Blessed Marie-Léonie Paradis (1840-1912)
Blessed Louis-Zéphirin Moreau (1824-1901)
Blessed Frédéric Janssoone, (1838-1916)
Blessed Catherine de Saint-Augustin (1632-1668)
Blessed Dina Bélanger (1897-1929)
Blessed Marie-Anne Blondin (1809-1890
Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky, (1903-1973)
Blessed Nykyta Budka (1877-1949)
Blessed Émilie Tavernier-Gamelin (1800-1851)
Blessed Marie-Élisabeth Turgeon, (1840-1881)

