April 9, 2020
My Dear People of St. Ann Parish,
Welcome to the Holy Thursday edition of Electronic Fridays With Father (EFWF). Happy
Easter!
Fr. Greg, Seminarian Kevin and I are all well and are continuing our prayers for you each day. We ask God daily
to keep all of you and those closest to you safe and healthy.
Well, here we are, Easter Weekend. To me, it doesn’t really “feel” like Easter. All the things I really enjoy about
Easter are not happening or are unavailable this year. I always look forward to amazing liturgies; to preparing
the flowers, decorating the church and then celebrating the liturgies. I look forward to the dinner with my
parents, my brother, sister-in-law and my 4 nieces. I look forward to the great music and the large crowds in
the church. But none of this is going to happen this year; it’s like Christmas without presents and snow, it just
doesn’t feel right. But as they say in show business, “the show must go on.” This is Easter weekend and the
mysteries of our Faith need to be acknowledged, celebrated and rejoiced in. So even though I/we may not feel
it – Happy Easter!
There are so many amazing truths to celebrate this weekend: the salvation of humanity, the love and mercy of
God, the institution of the Priesthood and Eucharist, and the depths of God’s love for each one of us. So, what
if there are no Easter flowers and awesome music, God’s love is still overwhelming, His mercy is eternal, our
sins are washed clean, our salvation is assured, and we are restored to our proper place as the children of God.
Who needs flowers and crowds, when we have all these things? So, to paraphrase the Grinch who stole
Christmas, “Maybe [Easter] doesn’t come from a store, perhaps it is something a little bit more.” Actually, it is
a whole lot more.
This Easter, with our isolation, no public Masses, no gatherings and big dinners, may just give us the chance to
really understand Easter. And maybe for the first time, to focus on what is truly important and essential, to
truly make God and His saving work the center of our celebrations this weekend.
Fr. Greg, Seminarian Kevin and I, will do the best we can to celebrate the great Mysteries of our Faith for you. I
truly pray that you will participate the best you can from your own homes via YouTube or Facebook. It will be
different, and it will be strange, but when we look back, maybe, just maybe, we will say it was the most beautiful
and meaningful Easter ever. So, no worries that there are no flowers, crowds and amazing music, because the
most important thing will still occur: Christ has Died, Christ is Risen, and Christ will Come again.
Praying that all of you will have a blessed and holy Easter. Stay safe and stay healthy. St. Ann, pray for us!
God bless,
Fr. Lobsinger, V.E., P.P.

Holy Week in Your Home

David Dayler found this great resource to help families celebrate the Holy Week Liturgies. The
resource can be found at: https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/3788244/Holy_Week_at_Home.pdf

Monday, April 13
Easter Monday
7:30a.m.
Leon Ducharme
Tuesday, April 14
Easter Tuesday Bishop Crosby will be the main Celebrant
7:30a.m.
Henry Lesniak
Bobby Mulhearn
Moe Kowal
Frank Szostak
Immaculata Luppino
Cece Luppino
Intentions of Elva Godin

St. Ann,
Pray for them.

Wednesday, April 15
Easter Wednesday
7:30a.m. Intentions of Linda Dayler
6:00 – 7:00p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction live-streamed
Thursday, April 16
Easter Thursday
7:30a.m.
Giovanni Sferrazza
Friday, April 17
Easter Friday
7:30 a.m.
Catherine Neagle
Saturday, April 18
Easter Friday - Not video taped or live-streamed
11:00 a.m. Intentions of TMIY Jordana Krikorian Page Daniele Fava
Francesco & Rosaria D’Avanzo
Sunday, April 19
Octave of Easter, 2nd Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday
8:00 a.m. Missa pro Populo – Mass for the People

All Catholics are dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice.

The Parish Office is closed until further notice.
Please call the parish number if you require assistance.
905-648-6874
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament via the Internet
Fr. Greg will offer a Eucharistic Holy Hour each Wednesday evening from 6:00 -7:00 p.m.
live-streamed on our Facebook page. It is a wonderful opportunity to spend some time with our Eucharistic
Lord, to receive His blessings and to pray for healing for our world. Tune in for this wonderful hour of prayer.

St. Ann Parish YouTube Channel
St. Ann Parish has a YouTube Channel. Here you will find a video of the Daily (Monday – Friday) and
Sunday Masses from St. Ann Church. You can also access the Mass from our Facebook page. Thanks
to Fr. Greg for setting this up and to Kevin Dunn for recording the Daily Mass. The Mass is now livestreamed, so you can watch as it is happening. Please see above for this week’s schedule. Donations to help cover the
cost of this endeavor are greatly appreciated. Please call the Parish Office to enquire as to how to help. The link to watch
the Mass is: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiR7MKdwrp8gQcPm7EaCb0Q/featured

Image of Jesus the Divine Physician
May Jesus, our Divine Physician, hold all of us tightly in
His Loving Arms and bring healing and comfort
to all peoples and lands. Amen.
Please remember to pray for all who are working with the sick, may our Blessed
Lord and dear Lady keep them safe. Our church bells ring each day at 9:00, Noon
and 3:00 in honour of our Healthcare Workers and First Responders.

Ministry of Candidacy for Seminarian Kevin
Upendran

On the journey to Ordination, seminarians receive three ministries: Lector, Acolyte
and Candidacy. Each calls the seminarian to a greater love for God, through His
Sacred Word, through the Holy Eucharist and through commitment to His Church.
Seminarian Kevin is now ready to receive the ministry of Candidacy, to make his
commitment to the Church to prepare himself fully for the Sacred Priesthood. Bishop Crosby will
celebrate the 7:30 a.m. Mass on Tuesday, April 14 during which he will install Seminarian Kevin with
the ministry of Candidacy. Be sure to tune in on our Facebook page or YouTube channel.
Congratulations to Kevin on reaching this milestone of his journey to Priesthood.

Further directions from the Bishop’s Office
Last week we received further directions from the Bishop’s Office regarding the celebration of the Sacraments.
Until June 30, 2020 the following Sacraments are no longer available: Baptism, Confirmation, and First
Communion. Marriages may occur but only with the Bride, Groom and two witnesses present. Funerals may
occur only at the graveside and with only 10 people in attendance, one of the ten being the Priest. Other events
that have been cancelled or postponed include: Mass for New Catholics, the Wedding Anniversary Mass, the
Serra Club Altar Server Awards, Diocesan Priests’ Retreat, Ordinations to the Permanent Diaconate, Priests
Convocation, Ordination to Priesthood, Annual Diocesan Golf Tournament, and Marriage Preparation Courses.
“Let us continue to pray for one another and especially
for those who are sick and those who have died. May
all of us whose lives have been disrupted continue to
place our trust in the Providence of God.”
Msgr. M. Kroetsch, PH, VG, Chancellor.

Staying Connected by Phone
Since we are not able to connect physically at Mass, I have asked Seminarian Kevin, our Parish
Advisory Committee and our Parish Finance Council to reach out to our Parishioners by phone;
just to say hi, Happy Easter and make sure you are all still doing fine. I hope you will look
forward to their call and will enjoy the chat. I know Seminarian Kevin will enjoy the chance to
talk to someone other than Fr. Greg and myself. 😉

Act of Spiritual Communion
When we are unable to receive Jesus in Holy Communion but experience a desire to have him
come close to us, we can make an Act of Spiritual Communion. If you follow our daily Masses
online, Seminarian Kevin reads an Act of Spiritual Communion for us, but some have asked for the
words, so here they are:
“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire
You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I
embrace You and unite myself wholly to You, as though You were already there; do not permit me to be
ever separated from You. Amen.”

One Heart, One Soul Campaign Projects at St. Ann
Current and Future
Last week I shared with you some of the projects that were underway and planned for, thanks to the
One Heart, One Soul funds. Due to the new government restrictions about necessary work, all current
and future projects are on hold. Let’s pray that we can restart the work soon and that all peoples will
soon be able to return to their work and their normal lives.

Daily Live-streamed Mass
Some have been inquiring about a suggested amount to offer to help with keeping the Daily and
Sunday Mass available online. Although those making this happen are not charging us to do it, if
they were, the approximate cost for each day would be $200.00. If you would like to make an
offering to show your appreciation for the Mass being available and would like to help support our
parishioners who are freely offering their time and talent, please consider donating. Any amount
offered is greatly appreciated. Please indicate on your offering that it is for the Daily Mass. With
your help, we can continue to make Mass available online each day, live-streamed from our own St. Ann Church.

EASTER WEEKEND LITURGY SCHEDULE
Follow all our celebrations live on our YouTube channel or our Facebook page.
Holy Thursday, April 9 – Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday, April 10 –
Vespers for Good Friday, the reading of the Passion,
Solemn Intercessions and Stations of the Cross – 3:00 p.m.
Holy Saturday, April 11 – Office of Readings for Easter – 8:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 12 – Mass of Easter Sunday including the Blessing of the
Easter Candle, the blessing of the Easter Water, and the
renewal of Baptismal
Promises – 8:00 a.m.

Weekly Donation to St. Ann Parish
Thank you for your continued generousity to St. Ann Parish. By your remembering of
your Parish during these difficult times it allows us to continue to reach out the best we
can, bringing the Good News of Jesus’ Resurrection to the world. As a sign of your belief
in the Resurrection of Jesus and as a reflection of your support of St. Ann Parish, I ask you
to continue your generosity by making your Easter offering to our Parish. Currently there
are four methods to make your Easter donation to St. Ann Parish:
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) is a great way to provide your Easter and regular offering to our Parish.
To register for EFT, call the Parish Office and we will email you the necessary forms.
Drop off your Easter/weekly envelope by putting it through the mail slot in the Parish Office door.
Post-dated cheques. Instead of coming every week, put several post-dated cheques into the same
envelope.
New option for online donation: hamiltondiocese.com/covid19parishfund/ works like “Canada Helps” but is
through our Diocese and does not take a commission. You can make a one-time donation or schedule a

regular donation.

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of St. Ann Parish.
Without you we cannot be the amazing parish that we are.
Pope Francis' Prayer to Our Lady, Health of the Sick
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain,
with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.
We are certain that you will provide, so that,
as you did at Cana of Galilee,
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will
and to do what Jesus tells us:
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us,
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – and deliver us from every
danger, O glorious and Blessed Virgin.

Holy Thursday we celebrate the institution of the Eucharist and the

Priesthood. These two great gifts go hand in hand with each other. We
need Priests to confect the Eucharist for us and without the Eucharist, we
have no need of Priests. At the Last Supper, Jesus washed the feet of His
Disciples, showing all of us, but especially His Priests, the role of humble
service that they are to have and offer. Pray for Priests and pray that we
can all soon return to receiving Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

Good Friday is the day on which Jesus died to save all
humanity from their sin. The Innocent Lamb, who, freely and
consciously, gave up His life on the Cross for us, to pay back the
ransom owed to the Heavenly Father for our sin. By the shedding
of His Precious Blood, the sins of the whole world, past, present
and future, were washed away and we once again have the ability
to be united with God for all eternity.

Holy Saturday is our day of missing the Lord, since He is buried in the
Tomb. In the Creed we pray, “Jesus descended into hell.” This can be hard
for us to understand. Why would Jesus descend to the place of the Devil and
all the evil ones? Well, He didn’t. Hell not only means the place of eternal
punishment, but it can also mean simply the “place of the dead.” Before Jesus’
Death and Glorious Resurrection, no one could go to Heaven. The Jewish
people believed in a place called Sheol. It was a waiting place, not Heaven,
not Purgatory and not hell, simply a place of waiting. On Holy Saturday, Jesus
goes to Sheol to prepare all those waiting for the glory of Heaven. To tell
them, soon their time of waiting will be over.

Easter Sunday is the greatest day of the entire year, the day that
Jesus Christ, the Lord and Saviour of all, gloriously rose from the dead.
On this day, sin and death are defeated, humanity is restored, and
salvation becomes available for all who open their hearts to receive
it. This day, by His Resurrection, Jesus “proves” all that He said is true,
and that He is truly God who took on our humanity in order to offer
humanity its rightful place as the sons and daughters of God.

