March 27, 2020
My Dear People of St. Ann Parish,
I pray that all of you are well. Fr. Greg, Seminarian Kevin and I are all well and are continuing our prayers for
you each day.
This has been another difficult week. Hearing about the numbers infected with the COVID 19 Virus going up,
those who have died, and the necessary closing of businesses and places of work, leads us to a great sense of
insecurity and worry. However, as people of Faith, we keep our trust in the Lord, Who guides all things and
works all out to good for those who believe.
We received further instructions from the Bishop’s Office which brought great sadness to our hearts. There will
be no public celebration of Palm Sunday, the Easter Triduum or Easter Sunday this year. In fact, the Good Friday
Solemn Liturgy and the Easter Vigil will not be celebrated at all. Those preparing to enter the Church, will be
Baptized, Confirmed and receive the Eucharist at a later date to be determined. At St. Ann Parish, we have 19
people waiting to be received into the Church, an amazing number. Please keep them in your prayers.
The Priestly ordinations which normally occur on the First Saturday of May have also been delayed. Pray for the
5 men waiting to become Priests for our Diocese.
But perhaps the saddest news this week was the temporary closure of our Parish Office and the temporary layoff of our Parish Staff. With the church and office closed and Masses cancelled, in consultation with our Finance
Council, we felt we had no option. Pray for our staff. They are amazing people who serve our Parish wonderfully.
We look forward to the day when we are all back to work, serving God, His Church and His people.
Not wanting this to be all sad or bad news, we are happy to announce that the renovations to the church made
possible by the One Heart One Soul campaign are continuing. The organ was moved to the loft this week, check
out the video on our Facebook page. The new sound system will probably start being installed next week and
the interior of the church will be painted starting April 20. We are still alive and active, filled with lots of hope
for the future of our parish. May God continue to bless all of us and the good work that is done in and through
St. Ann Parish.
Even though our Parish Staff are no longer here physically to join us for the Rosary, Fr. Greg, Seminarian Kevin
and I are continuing to pray the Holy Rosary each day for all of you, but now we are praying it at 4:45 p.m. Let
us continue to unite together in pleading with our Blessed Lady for her motherly protection. Fr. Greg,
Seminarian Kevin and I continue to be here for you. Call or email us, we are happy to stay in touch. We pray
for you each day in the Divine Office and our communal recitation of the Holy Rosary. Stay safe and stay healthy.
St. Ann, pray for us!
God bless,
Fr. Lobsinger, V.E., P.P.

Monday, March 30
X:00a.m. Pauline Panagis
Tuesday, March 31
X:00p.m.
Moe Kowal
Fiorella Gallo
Ivana Bachetti
Jose Alexander Medeiros
Intentions of Angela Tamilia
Intentions of Diana Bordonaro
Intentions of Dorota & Kazimir Babiarz
Wednesday, April 1
X:00a.m.
Teodora Esporlas
Thurs., April 2
X:00a.m.
Bernice Bakker

St. Francis of Paola, Hermit

Friday, April 3
X:00a.m.
Jacques Le Boeuf
Saturday, April 4
X:00a.m.
Anne Christine Asirwatham
Wayne Hannon Sr.
Lois Fitzgerald

St. Isidore, Bishop
Joseph Chesla
Nina Johnstone

All Catholics are dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice.

The Parish Office is closed until further notice.
Please call the parish number if you require assistance.
905-648-6874
New St. Ann Parish YouTube Channel
St. Ann Parish has begun a YouTube Channel. Here you will find a video of the Daily (Monday – Friday)
and Sunday Mass from St. Ann Church. You can also access the Mass from our Facebook page. Thanks to Fr. Greg for
setting this up and to Kevin Dunn for recording the Daily Mass. The Mass is now livestreamed, so you can watch as it is
happening. Monday through Friday Mass is at 7:30 a.m. and Sunday at 8:00 a.m. Donations to help cover the cost of
this endeavor are greatly appreciated. Please call the Parish Office to enquire as to how to help. The link to watch the
Mass is: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiR7MKdwrp8gQcPm7EaCb0Q/featured

St. Ann, pray for us

Indulgence Granted by the Vatican
Last Friday, the Vatican issue a decree granting an indulgence for those who are sick with the COVID 19 virus
and those who care for them in any way including in prayer. An indulgence is a gift from the Church to her
children to help atone for the temporal punishment due to sin. Indulgences can be full or partial, i.e. all the
temporal punishment due to sin is removed or part of the temporal punishment due to sin is removed. In
this case a Plenary or full remission is offered. Normally to obtain an indulgence several conditions are
necessary: Sacrament Confession, receive Holy Communion and prayers for the intentions of the Holy
Father. Since most of these are not available currently, the requirement has been reduced to some prayers
or pious acts, participating at Mass electronically, the Rosary or some other invocation to the Blessed Virgin,
with the desire to fulfill the normal conditions as soon as it is possible. (See par. 7, 9, 10 of the decree). May
our holy mother the Church, continue her great care for her children and may we open our hearts to all our
Church has to offer.

SHARE LENT COLLECTION
The Share Lent collection through Development and Peace has been cancelled for this year.
Those wishing to make their donation directly may do so through the following link.
https://www.devp.org/en/pressroom/2020/comm2020-03-18

EASTER WEEKEND LITURGIES
This week we received instructions from Bishop Crosby about the celebration of
Palm Sunday, the Easter Triduum and Easter Sunday. Sadly, the churches will not be
open for these celebrations this year. Palm Sunday will be celebrated by the Priests
but without any congregation. The Easter Triduum is not to be celebrated this year.
There will be a Mass Holy Thursday, but the Good Friday Solemn Liturgy and the
Easter Vigil will not be celebrated. Easter Sunday Mass will be celebrated by the
Priests but without a congregation. Watch for future bulletins for exact details and
times of celebrations so you can follow at home via the internet.

Image of Jesus the Divine Physician
May Jesus, our Divine Physician, hold all of us tightly in
His Loving Arms and bring healing and comfort
to all peoples and lands. Amen.

Please remember to pray for all our medical personnel who are
working with the sick, may our Blessed Lord and
dear Lady keep them safe.

PASSIONTIDE AND THE VEILING OF
CROSSES AND STATUES
Covering crosses, statues and images or “veiling” with unadorned violet opaque cloths begins on the Saturday
before the 5th Sunday of Lent. It is an older custom of the Church that remains an option even to this day. The
exact era it began no one is sure, but the origins seem to come from a medieval tradition of the “hunger cloth”
which was a huge violet cloth hung in front of the altar to keep the congregation from viewing the altar.

Weekly Donation to St. Ann Parish
With the cancelation of the Sunday Masses, St. Ann Parish has lost its source of income, since our only income
is from the weekly collection that occurs at Mass. We urgently need you, our faithful parishioners, to continue
to support St. Ann Parish. I realize that this is a time of significant insecurity, financially and in other ways, for
many people, but if you are able to continue your contribution to St. Ann Parish, it would allow us to continue
to pay the bills. Currently there are four methods to make your weekly donation to St. Ann Parish:
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) is a great way to provide your regular offering to our Parish. To register
for EFT, call the Parish Office and we will email you the necessary forms.
Drop off your weekly envelope by putting it through the mail slot in the Parish Office door.
Post-dated cheques. Instead of coming every week, put several post-dated cheques into the same
envelope.
We have registered for “Canada Helps”, an online service to help charities receive donations. This would
allow you to donate to the parish without registering for EFT and remain in the safety of your home. Log
onto www.canadahelps.ca and search for St. Ann Parish, Ancaster. You can make a one-time donation
or schedule a regular donation. (Canada Helps takes 3% of the donation as their service
charge.)
Thank you for your continued generosity and support of St. Ann Parish.
Without you we cannot be the amazing parish that we are.
Pope Francis' Prayer to Our Lady, Health of the Sick
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain,
with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.
We are certain that you will provide, so that,
as you did at Cana of Galilee,
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will
and to do what Jesus tells us:
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us,
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and
Blessed Virgin.

We adore you O Christ
and we praise You

Because by Your Holy
Cross, You have
redeemed the world

Decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary on the granting of special Indulgences to the faithful in the
current pandemic, 20.03.2020
The gift of special Indulgences is granted to the faithful suffering from COVID-19 disease, commonly known as Coronavirus, as well
as to health care workers, family members and all those who in any capacity, including through prayer, care for them.
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” (Rom 12: 12). The words written by Saint Paul to the Church of Rome
resonate throughout the entire history of the Church and guide the judgment of the faithful in the face of all suffering, sickness and
calamity.
The present moment in which the whole of humanity, threatened by an invisible and insidious disease, which for some time now has
become part of all our lives, is marked day after day by anguished fears, new uncertainties and above all widespread physical and
moral suffering.
The Church, following the example of her Divine Master, has always had the care of the sick at heart. As Saint John Paul II points out,
the value of human suffering is twofold: “It is supernatural because it is rooted in the divine mystery of the Redemption of the world,
and it is likewise deeply human, because in it the person discovers himself, his own humanity, his own dignity, his own mission”
(Apostolic Letter Salvifici Doloris, 31).
Pope Francis, too, in these recent days, has shown his paternal closeness and renewed his invitation to pray incessantly for those who
are sick with the Coronavirus.
So that all those who suffer because of COVID-19, precisely in the mystery of this suffering, may rediscover “the same redemptive
suffering of Christ” (ibid., 30), this Apostolic Penitentiary, ex auctoritate Summi Pontificis, trusting in the word of Christ the Lord and
considering with a spirit of faith the epidemic currently underway, to be lived in a spirit of personal conversion, grants the gift of
Indulgences in accordance with the following disposition.
The Plenary Indulgence is granted to the faithful suffering from Coronavirus, who are subject to quarantine by order of the health
authority in hospitals or in their own homes if, with a spirit detached from any sin, they unite spiritually through the media to the
celebration of Holy Mass, the recitation of the Holy Rosary, to the pious practice of the Way of the Cross or other forms of devotion,
or if at least they will recite the Creed, the Lord's Prayer and a pious invocation to the Blessed Virgin Mary, offering this trial in a
spirit of faith in God and charity towards their brothers and sisters, with the will to fulfil the usual conditions (sacramental confession,
Eucharistic communion and prayer according to the Holy Father's intentions), as soon as possible.
Health care workers, family members and all those who, following the example of the Good Samaritan, exposing themselves to the
risk of contagion, care for the sick of Coronavirus according to the words of the divine Redeemer: “Greater love has no one than this:
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (Jn 15: 13), will obtain the same gift of the Plenary Indulgence under the same conditions.
This Apostolic Penitentiary also willingly grants a Plenary Indulgence under the same conditions on the occasion of the current world
epidemic, also to those faithful who offer a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, or Eucharistic adoration, or reading the Holy Scriptures for
at least half an hour, or the recitation of the Holy Rosary, or the pious exercise of the Way of the Cross, or the recitation of the Chaplet
of Divine Mercy, to implore from Almighty God the end of the epidemic, relief for those who are afflicted and eternal salvation for
those whom the Lord has called to Himself.
The Church prays for those who find themselves unable to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick and of the Viaticum,
entrusting each and every one to divine Mercy by virtue of the communion of saints and granting the faithful a Plenary Indulgence on
the point of death, provided that they are duly disposed and have recited a few prayers during their lifetime (in this case the Church
makes up for the three usual conditions required). For the attainment of this indulgence the use of the crucifix or the cross is
recommended (cf. Enchiridion indulgentiarum, no.12).
May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and of the Church, Health of the Sick and Help of Christians, our Advocate, help
suffering humanity, saving us from the evil of this pandemic and obtaining for us every good necessary for our salvation and
sanctification.
The present Decree is valid notwithstanding any provision to the contrary.
Given in Rome, from the seat of the Apostolic Penitentiary, on 19 March 2020.
Mauro Cardinal Piacenza - Major Penitentiary

